
T H E  C R I M S O N  S T A F F  

Commencement 
Choice: Dr. Who? 

n lune 7, 1947, &I speakor at the Harvard Commcnccment 
unveiled a plan to rzvitaliac Europe in the aftermath of World 0 War 11. The speaker was Secretary of Statc George C. Marshall. 

The plan was the Marshall Plan, ofticidly called the European RECCJV~.I~ 
Program. 

Forty-nine years later, the Commencement Committee has chosen 
Qr. Harold Vamus, Director of rho National Institutes of Hedth and a 
recipient of the Nobel Prize. Varmus is credited with demonstrating 
that cancer genes, or oncogenes, can arise from normal cellular genes. 
Althou h wc acknowiedge Varmus's accomplishments is a brilliant 
researc a er and recagnize the advances he has made in sciencc, we are 
dissa pointed that someone who is better known or has had a more ' 

It's not that we ob'ecr to scientists per re, but Vw,us  doesn't seem 
to be of the same d i b e r  as others representative of this Eeld. Com- 
mencement is a time of excitement, and now many seniors are disap- 
pointed at the choice of a speaker whose name they have never heard, 
We understand that the University has a great deal of h d i n g  at stake 
in terms of grants horn the N.1.H. W e  hope that this factor has not 
influenced the committee's selection. 

hc current selection process run by the governing committees is 
extremely secretive. To avoid this situation in the future, the 
Commencement Committee should include a student represen- 

tative. With student in ut intd the final decision, the committee might 
I not sdect a s p d c ~ r  wi  whoq so many are disappointed Mer all, it is 
. the students commencement. It wodd be appropriate to give them a 
1 role in choosing the keynote spcaker. 

Although we da not disapprove of the choice of a scientist over a 
.ahcad of sbte, we wish the committee had chosen someone a little more 
$amorous. Gradted we don't expect anythang like the Marshdl Plan at . e 1996 Commencement, but the choice of V m u s  is a letdown 
compared to recent speakers Czech Republic President Vadav H a d ,  
Vice President Al Gore '69, former Chair of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
~Colin Powell and Nobei-prize winning author Alexander Solzheniqn. 
Eved though rn organizational change within the Commcncernent 
Committee would not benefit the class of '46, it would prevent future 
classes from being disappointed at the i r  own commencement 

visib P e impact on the world was not sclected. 
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D I S S E N T  

Varrnus is Substantial 
We agree with the theme of today's editorial that students ghould have a roleh 

hclping choose the commenccmcnt speaker. student voice is !&E all too a h n  
from deci6ions mage by the ~dminktracion. Hawever, wc feel that the choice of 
V m u s  is vcry timely. He promiscs to be an interesting speaker, At il time when 
our c o u n q  is discwing such important hues as health arc, and whcn threats of 
funding cuts to b& and clinid m e d i d  rseiuch abound, Vmus makcs an 
excellent &&e Sine hc u n  discuss kues  which will directly affect us aU in rh: 
vcy near future. 

In addition, as an inmensing number of Harvard students choose to concen- 
trate in the natural sciences each yew, we feel that thc choice i s  in keeping with the 
pulse of the student body. FinslIy, the very nature of sdcntific wcarch prcvents it 
&am staying in the public eye with consistmey, unlikr the work of p6ticiim 
mentioned above. Vannus is as distinguished in k fieid os most past commence- 
ment spnkers. Wc should adhirc substance, no! "glamour" in a sp&r 


